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Passport to Timberland,
We are on the web June 15- September 12, 2010

Dear Friends of the
Timberland Libraries,

We are very excited to
offer you an opportu-
nity with Passport to
Timberland. Many
Friends groups have a
summer fundraising
activity that is in con-
juction with a festival
or some other special
event in their local
community. If you
don’t already have one
planned you may want
to consider it this year.
Passport to Timber-
land will be driving
traffic to your commu-
nities so we hope you
can take advantage of
the potential revenue
in your town with your
own fundraiser.
Please be sure to plan
soon and let us know
so we can include it in
the Passport and our
“Passporters”  will
know to look for your
Friends group and
your event!

Don’t forget to pick up
your Passport starting
June 15th!

Timberland Regional
Library Foundation

offers this publication
online at:
www.trlfoundation.org

Passport is a fund-
raiser developed by
the Timberland Re-
gional Library Foun-
dation.

We create “Passports”
to Timberland (all 27
libraries) and audio
downloads for each
library/community.
The Passports will be
made available to li-
brary patrons June 15,
2010. The Passport
will end the week af-
ter Labor Day.

We will raise money
through sponsorships
and of course any do-
nations that are made
as a result of the fund-
raiser. The intent is to
make this an annual
event for the foresee-
able future.

Benefits:

e (Qenerate revenue
for the Foundation

e Provide interest-
ing, engaging ac-
tivities for all pa-
trons, regardless of
age

o Increase awareness
of Timberland, and
simplify the com-
plex structure

e Bring patrons to
each unique Tim-
berland Library

e Drive traffic to
each community

e Increase potential
revenue opportu-
nities for the com-
munities

e Offer our patrons a
chance to vacation
at home or nearby

e Opportunity for
Friends to increase
local interest

Win for TRLF

Win for TRL through
increased exposure &
funds raised to benefit
the libraries

Win for the individual
libraries

Win for the 27 com-
munities

Win for the sponsors
By reaching nearly
500,000 people

And...

Win for the Friends!

Through increased
visibility there is po-
tential for new mem-
bership and revenue
for participating
Friends groups.

Read, read, read.
~ William Faulkner ~

We hope you can
join in the fun and

adventure with
your
Passport...to Tim-
berland!
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to give it to him. She
did so without hesita-
tion. The traveler left,
rejoicing in his good
fortune. He knew the
stone was worth
enough to give him
security for a lifetime.
But a few days later he

Friends & Board Forum 3

Passport 4

I've traveled the world twice
over,
Met the famous; saints and

sinners,
came back to return Poets and artists, kings and
the stone to the wise queens,
woman. Old stars and hopeful
beginners,,

"I've been thinking,"
he said, "I know how
valuable the stone is,
but I give it back in the
hope that you can give
me something even
more precious. Give
me what you have
within you that en-
abled you to give me
the stone."”

Author Unknown

I've been where no-one’s
been before,
Learned sectets from
writers and cooks
All with one library ticket
To the wonderful world of
books.
~ Anonymous ~

NEWSLETTER

Welcome

Dear Friends,

My name is Beth War-
ner and I am the new
Foundation  Director
for Timberland Re-
gional Library Foun-
dation (TRLF). I have
been honored to meet
with some of you dur-
ing my recent visits to
the 27 libraries. I look
forward to meeting
more of you at the
Friends and Board Fo-
rum on April 24, 2010.

My background is in
nonprofit management
and my last position

was Executive Direc-
tor of Carrie Tingley
Hospital Foundation in
New Mexico. I hold a
Certificate in Non-
profit Management
from the University of
Illinois, Chicago,
Great Cities Institute.
I hope you find this
newsletter to be a re-
source for the Friends
groups. The Founda-
tion will be publishing
this three times a year
to start us off.

The purpose of this
newsletter is to pro-
vide helpful informa-
tion for your groups.
The best way to do

that is to listen to your
questions and con-
cerns and to deliver
helpful answers to all.

Our Friends groups
are all very important
and the Foundation

would like to help if
we can. Feel free to
ask whatever ques-
tions you may have;
you would be sur-
prised at how much
you have in common

with other Friends
groups!  Please ask
about anything that

might make the hard
work you do -easier.
We will include your

Continued on page 3

Dear Foundation, Your place for answers to your questions

Here is a question
asked of me when 1
met with some of the
Friends’ presidents dut-
ing my initial library
visits. I am putting it
into letter format for
this newsletter to start
this column off. Enjoy!
Beth

EIMBERLAND
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Dear Foundation,

We never seem to be
able to attract different
members. We are all
the same age, same
sex and we just don’t
seem to be successful
in recruiting.  What
can we do?

Signed,
Friends Presidents

Dear Presidents,

In many of the
Friends groups there
seem to be some com-
mon factors about the
members:

® Most are retired.

e  Most members are
women.

e  Most meet in the
morning.

Continued on page 2
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Book lovers will
understand me,
and they will know
too, that part of the
pleasure

of a library lies in
its very existence.
~ Jan Morris ~

Send To:

Please send your
questions or meet-
ing/event informa-
tion to:

TRL Foundation
Circle of Friends

415 Tumwater Blvd.
SwW

Tumwater, WA
98501

Or email to
mcolvin@trlib.org

To send us your
comments please
address to:

Beth Warner
Foundation Director

415 Tumwater Blvd.
Sw

Tumwater, WA
98501

Thank you!
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Dear FOU ndation continued from page 1

e  Most have trouble with
recruiting.

e Most tend to have
smaller membership
roles.

First let me reassure you

that this a very common

concern in volunteer or-
ganizations. We tend to
socialize with those

most like us, creating a

commonality that we

build into relationships.

When we want to extend

beyond our “common”

group, we have to en-
gage with others in less
common ways.

If you want to attract a
different crowd
(younger, more techni-
cally literate, etc.) ex-
pand what you do or
change what you do.
For example, if you al-
ways hold your meet-
ings at 10:00 AM on
Tuesdays, change one
meeting a quarter, a

Let Us Know

Please let us know about
your Friends group’s
meeting dates, special
events and stories you
may have to tell about
your experiences  as
Friends of the Library in
your community.

We began this newslet-
ter with a question I

received in my initial

month or whatever time-
frame you designate for
meetings, or change to
an evening time or a
weekend time. You
may be able to attract
stay at home parents,
working people and
youth. By allowing for
an “uncommon” volun-
teer’s schedule you may
find expansion of your
group easier than you
think!

Another strategy is to
sign up new Friends
members who cannot
attend meetings. How
can they be a member if
they don’t come to
meetings?

Just like this:

They are your episodic
volunteers. They can be
some of the best re-
sources your organiza-
tion can have. You en-
gage them in the work

library visits. I look for-
ward to hearing from
you and hope to meet
many of you at the
Friends and Board Fo-
rum in April.

Kind Regards,

Beth
Beth Warner
Foundation Director

that takes place outside
of your meetings, occa-
sional items or maybe an
ongoing project. You
may have a stay at home
parent who is a wonder
at creating flyers or
building a website. You
may have a former event
planner that is now
working fulltime in a
new capacity but would
love to help you plan a
new event. Perhaps
there is someone who
does not drive, but they
can help with clerical
details, develop a phone
tree for you or bake re-
freshments for volun-
teers at the book sale.
These episodic volun-
teers are a gold mine for
your Friends group! An
added benefit to opening
your membership to all
is membership fees.
They want to participate
as their commitments
allow, and you want to
increase your talent pool
and your dollars.

Win - Win!
We hope this was help-
ful to you. Keep up the
wonderful work you do
and thank you for your
hard won successes!

The Foundation

AA book is
open again

~Garrison Keller~
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Foundation Staff

Often you may call or
receive a note from
Margaret Colvin. Mar-
garet has been with the
Foundation for nearly
four years now. Her of-
ficial title is Administra-
tive Assistant. This
doesn’t begin to cover
what Margaret is to the
Foundation! She is the
kind and gentle voice on
our phone when you
call. She is the one who
keeps the Foundation

Director organized, both
in the office and on her
journeys to the libraries.
Margaret is the Jack of
all trades (or is it the Jill
of all trades?) and the
Master of many. She is
very helpful and tal-
ented. If you will please
send her your calendar
of special events she will
make sure to include
them in the next publica-
tion. If you come to the
Friends & Board Forum

Welcome Continued from page 1

questions and the an-
swers in the newsletter.
If the need for an answer
is immediate, please in-
dicate and I will answer
you directly as well.

In addition to any ques-
tions you may have, we
would also like to share
news of events your
Friends may be plan-
ning, meeting dates for
the various groups and
special stories you may
have to tell about your
experiences as Friends
of the Library in your
community.

This newsletter high-
lights a question re-

Y O eived@il my early li-
agal N prery visits. I look for-

ward to hearing from
you and hope to meet
many of you at the
Friends and Board Fo-
rum in April.
Kind Regards,

Beth
Beth Warner
Foundation Director

The Wi se Wo

Stone
A wise woman who was
traveling in the mountains
found a precious stone in a
stream. The next day she
met another traveler who
was hungry, and the wise
woman opened her bag to
share her food.

continued on page 4

you will get to meet her.
Just look for the woman
with the lovely smile
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and joyful laugh and you
will find Margaret.
|
Friends & Board
Forum 2010

Saturday, April 24 Remember
AR hi that every

n eac I ng conversation is

Our Commu

Soon you will be receiv-
ing your Save the Date
card for the 2010
Friends & Board Forum.
We hope you will be
sending in your registra-
tion. It promises to be a
great time to hear about
some wonderful ways to
get your message across
and learn some of the
particulars of operating
a nonprofit volunteer
organization.

Space is limited  so
when you get your card
piedsE Gegister.  We
want your Friends group
to be able to take this
opportunity to join us
for a fun, informative
day that will help your
Friends, your library,
and your community
grow. See you there!

an opportunity O
to share your
passion, and

by allowing
others to
become
interested and
involved in
supporting the
library, you
strengthen it
for everyone!



